Attorney Ref: 25896.247/P0043A 
Appln. Serial No.: 09/896,246 
Art Unit: 2617 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for measuring usage of media data received at a user 
location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible sounds 
and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 

receiving the media data in a monitoring device at the user location; 

forming a data set in the monitoring device from the media data by including in the data 
set, data sufficient to decode the ancillary codes in the media data or to form a signature to 
identify the media data, v^hile excluding from the data set, data required either to reproduce the 
comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; 

communicating the data set to a processing system located remotely from the user 
location; and 

at the remotely located processing system, carrying out at least one of: 

processing the data set to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes; and 

producing a signature characterizing the media data based on the data set and matching 
the produced signature vs^ith a reference signature associated with identification data for the 
media data. 

2. (Original) A method according to Claim 1, wherein forming a data set comprises 
transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency-domain data. 
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3. (Original) The method of Claim 2, wherein forming a data set comprises producing 
amplitude data for each of a plurality of frequency ranges of the frequency-domain data, each 
frequency range corresponding to a predetermined component of the ancillary codes. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3, wherein the amplitude data are each formed as a 
ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding frequency range to a noise level based on amplitude 
data outside such corresponding frequency range. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the data set comprises data representing 
time-domain information. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 5, wherein the time-domain data comprises data 
from a frequency range narrower than a frequency range of the media data. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the data set comprises data representing 
phase information. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , . wherein the media data comprises audio data. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the media data comprises video data. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the media data is received as acoustic 

energy. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the media data is received as 
electromagnetic energy. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein the media data is received as light 

energy. 
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13. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the media data is received as magnetic 

energy. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the media data is received as electrical 

energy. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein processing the data set to 
d e tect decode the ancillary codes comprises processing frequency-domain data. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 5, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to detect decode components of the ancillary codes at predetermined 
frequencies. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 15, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to detect decode code components of the ancillary codes distributed according 
to a frequency-hopping pattern. 

1 8. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the code components comprise pairs of 
frequency components modified in amplitude to encode information. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the code components comprise pairs of 
frequency components modified in phase to encode information. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 , wherein processing the data set to 
d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes comprises detecting a spread spectrum code. 

21 . (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein receiving media data comprises receiving 
media data in a portable monitoring device carryable on the person of a user. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 

a monitoring device at the user location and having an input to receive the media 

data; 

a first processor at the user location coupled with the monitoring device to receive 
the media data and operative to form a data set including data sufficient to decode the ancillary 
codes in the media data or to form a signature to identify the media data, while excluding from 
the data set, data required either to reproduce the comprehensible images or the comprehensible 
sounds; 

a first communications device coupled with the first processor to receive the data 
set and operative to communicate the data set to a processing system located remotely from the 
user location; 

a second communications device at the processing system coupled with the first 
communications device to receive the data set; and 

a second processor at the processing system and having an input coupled with the 
second communications device to receive the data set received by the second communications 
device, the second processor being operative to carry out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e tect decode the ancillary codes; and 

(b) producing a signature characterizing the media data based on the data set 
and matching the produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification 
data for the media data. 
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23. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the first processor is operative to form 
the data set by transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency-domain 
data. 

24. (Original) The system of Claim 23, wherein the processor is operative to produce 
amplitude data for each of a plurality of frequency ranges of the frequency-domain data, each 
frequency range corresponding to a predetermined component of the ancillary codes. 

25. (Original) The system of Claim 24, wherein the processor is operative to form each 
of the amplitude data as a ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding frequency range to a noise 
level based on amplitude data outside such corresponding frequency range. 

26. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the monitoring device comprises a 
portable monitoring device carryable on the person of a user. 

27. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the first processor is operative to include 
time-domain data in the data set. 

28. (Original) The system of Claim 27, wherein the time-domain data comprises data 
from a frequency range narrower than a frequency range of the media data. 

29. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the first processor is operative to include 
data representing phase information in the data set. 

30. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the monitoring device is operative to 
receive the media data as acoustic energy. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the monitoring device is operative to 
receive the media data as electromagnetic energy. 
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32. (Original) The system of Claim 31, wherein the monitoring device is operative to 
receive the media data as light energy. 

33. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the monitoring device is operative to 
receive the media data as magnetic energy. 

34. (Original) The system of Claim 22, wherein the monitoring device is operative to 
receive the media data as electrical energy, 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 22, wherein the second processor is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 35, wherein the second processor is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data by detecting components of the ancillary codes 
at predetermined frequencies to deteet decode the ancillary codes. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 35, wherein the second processor is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode code components distributed 
according to a frequency-hopping pattern. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 37, wherein the second processor is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes by detecting pairs of frequency components 
modified in amplitude to encode information. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 37, wherein the second processor is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes by detecting pairs of frequency components 
modified in phase to encode identification information. 
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40. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 22, wherein the second processor is 
operative to det e ct decode the ancillary codes in the form of spread spectrum codes. 

41 . (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 

a communications device at a processing facility located remotely from a user 
location, the communications device having an input to receive a data set including data 
sufficient to decode the ancillary codes in the media data or to form a signature to identify the 
media data, while excluding data required to either reproduce the comprehensible images or the 
comprehensible sounds; and 

a processor located at the processing facility and coupled with the 
communications device to receive the data set and operative to carry out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes; and 

(b) producing a signature characterizing the media data based on the data set 
and matching the produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification 
data for the media data. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 41 , wherein the processor is operative 
to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes by processing frequency-domain data. 

43. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 42, wherein the processor is operative 
to detect components of the ancillary codes at predetermined frequencies to d e t e ct decode the 
ancillary codes. 
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44. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 42, wherein the processor is operative 
to deteet decode components of the ancillary codes distributed according to a frequency-hopping 
pattern. 

45. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44, wherein the processor is operative 
to d e tect decode pairs of ancillary code frequency components modified in amplitude to encode 
information. 

46. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 44, wherein the processor is operative 
to d e tect decode pairs of ancillary code frequency components modified in phase to encode 
information. 

47. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 41 , wherein the processor is operative 
to d e tect decode the ancillary codes in the form of spread spectrum codes. 

48. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 

user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 

f 

sounds and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 
means for receiving the media data at the user location; 

means at the user location for forming a data set from the media data by including 
in the data set, data sufficient to decode the ancillary codes in the media data or to form a 
signature to identify the media data, while excluding from the data set, data required either to 
reproduce the comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; 

means for communicating the data set to a processing system located remotely 
from the user location; and 
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processing means at the processing system for carrying out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e tect decode the ancillary codes; and 

(b) producing a signature characterizing the media data based on the data set 
and matching the produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification 
data for the media data. 

49. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for forming a data set is 
operative to transform at least a portion of the received media data into frequency-domain data. 

50. (Original) The system of Claim 49, wherein the means for forming a data set is 
operative to produce amplitude data for each of a plurality of frequency ranges of the frequency- 
domain data, each frequency range corresponding to a predetermined component of the ancillary 
codes. 

5 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 50, wherein the means for forming a data set is 
operative to form each of the amplitude data as a ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding 
frequency range to a noise level based on amplitude data outside such corresponding frequency 
range. 

52. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for forming the data set is 
operative to include data representing time-domain information therein. 

53. (Original) The system of Claim 52, wherein the means for forming a data set is 
operative to select the time-domain data from a frequency range narrower than a frequency range 
of the media data. 
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54. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for forming a data set is 
operative to include data representing phase information therein. 

55. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for receiving media data is 
operative to receive the media data as acoustic energy. 

56. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for receiving media data is 
operative to receive the media data as electromagnetic energy. 

57. (Original) The system of Claim 56, wherein the means for receiving media data is 
operative to receive the media data as light energy. 

58. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for receiving media data is 
operative to receive the media data as magnetic energy. 

59. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for receiving media data is 
operative to receive the media data as electrical energy. 

60. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the processing means is operative to 
process frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 60, wherein the processing means is 
operative to detect components of the ancillary codes at predetermined frequencies to d e t e ct 
decode the ancillary codes. 

62. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 60, wherein the processing means is 
operative to detect code components distributed according to a frequency-hopping pattern to 
d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes. 
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63. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 62, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes by detecting pairs of frequency components 
modified in amplitude to encode information. 

64. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 62, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes by detecting pairs of frequency components 
modified in phase to encode information. 

65. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 48, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode a spread spectrum code as the ancillary code. 

66. (Original) The system of Claim 48, wherein the means for receiving the media data 
comprises a portable monitoring device carryable on the person of an audience member. 

67. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 

means for receiving a data set at a processing system located remotely from the 
user location, the data set including data sufficient to decode the ancillary codes in the media 
data or to form a signature characterizing the media data, while excluding data required either to 
reproduce the comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; and 

processing means located at the processing system for carrying out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes; and 
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(b) producing a signature characterizing the media data and matching the 
produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification data for the media 
data. 

68. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 67, wherein the processing means 
comprises means for processing frequency-domain data to detect decode the ancillary codes. 

69. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 68, wherein the processing means is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode components of the ancillary 
codes at predetermined frequencies. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 68, wherein the processing means is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode components of the ancillary 
codes distributed according to a frequency-hopping pattern. 

71 . (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 70, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e tect decode pairs of ancillary code frequency components modified in amplitude 
to encode information. 

72. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 70, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode pairs of ancillary code frequency components modified in phase to 
encode information. 

73. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 67, wherein the processing means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes in the form of spread spectrum codes. 

74. (Currently Amended) A method for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds and having ancillary codes in at least some of the media data, comprising: 
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receiving a data set at a processing system located remotely from the user 
location, the data set including data sufficient to decode the ancillary codes in the media data or 
to form a signature to identify the media data, while excluding data required either to reproduce 
the comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; and 

at the remotely located processing system, carrying out at least one of 

(a) processing the data set to deteet decode the ancillary codes; and 

(b) producing a signature characterizing the media data and matching the 
produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification data for the media 
data. 

75. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 74, wherein processing the data set to 
det e ct decode the ancillary codes comprises processing frequency-domain data. 

76. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 75, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to d e t e ct decode components of the ancillary codes at predetermined 
frequencies. 

77. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 75, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to d e tect decode components of the ancillary codes distributed according to a 
frequency-hopping pattern. 

78. (Original) The method of Claim 77, wherein the code components comprise pairs of 
frequency components modified in amplitude to encode information. 

79. (Original) The method of Claim 77, wherein the code components comprise pairs of 
frequency components modified in phase to encode information. 

14 
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80. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 74, wherein processing the data set to 
d e t e ct decode the ancillary codes comprises detecting a spread spectrum code. 

8 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, comprising: 

receiving media data representing information in a monitoring device at the user 

location; 

forming a data set in the monitoring device representing some, but not all, of the 
information represented by the media data; 

communicating the data set to a processing system located remotely from the user 

location; and 

at the processing system, carrying out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e tect decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 

(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the data set and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 

82. (Original) The method of claim 81 wherein forming a data set comprises 
transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency-domain data. 

83. (Original) The method of claim 82, wherein forming a data set comprises producing 
amplitude data for each of a plurality of frequency ranges of the frequency-domain data, each 
frequency range corresponding to a predetermined code component. 
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84. (Original) The method of claim 83, wherein the ampHtude data are each formed as a 
ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding frequency range to a noise level based on amplitude 
data outside such corresponding frequency range. 

85. (Original) The method of claim 81, wherein receiving media data comprises 
receiving media data in a portable monitoring device carryable on the person of a user. 

86. (Previously presented) The method of claim 81, wherein processing the data set 
comprises processing frequency-domain data. 

87. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 86, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to d e tect decode components of the identification code at predetermined 
frequencies. 

88. (Currently Amended) A method for measuring usage of media data representing 
information and received at a user location, comprising: 

receiving a data set at a processing system located remotely from the user 
location, the data set representing some, but not all, of the information represented by the media 
data; and 

at the processing system, carrying out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 

(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the data set and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 
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89. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 88, wherein processing the data set 
comprises processing frequency-domain data. 

90. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 89, wherein the frequency-domain 
data is processed to d e t e ct decode components of the identification code at predetermined 
frequencies. 

91 . (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data representing 
information received at a user location, comprising: 

means for receiving a data set at a processing system located remotely from the 
user location, the data set representing some, but not all, of the information represented by the 
media data; and 

processing means located at the processing system, for carrying out at least one 

of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 

(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the data set and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 

92. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 91 , wherein the processing means is 
operative to process frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode the identification code. 
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93. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 92, wherein the processing means is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode components of the identification 
code at predetermined frequencies. 

94. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, comprising: 

means for receiving media data representing information at the user location; 

data set forming means at the user location for forming a data set representing 
some, but not all, of the information represented by the media data; 

means for communicating the data set to a processing system located remotely 
from the user location; and 

processor means at the processing system, for carrying out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to deteet decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 

(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the media data and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 

95. (Original) The system of Claim 94, wherein the data set forming means is operative 
to form the data set by transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency- 
domain data. 

96. (Original) The system of Claim 95, wherein the data set forming means is operative 
to transform at least a portion of the received media data by producing amplitude data for each of 
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a plurality of frequency ranges of the frequency-domain data, each frequency range 
corresponding to a predetermined code component. 

97. (Original) The system of Claim 96, wherein the data set forming means is operative 
to form the amplitude data each as a ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding frequency range 
to a noise level based on amplitude data outside such corresponding frequency range. 

98. (Original) The system of Claim 97, wherein the means for receiving media data 
comprises a portable device carryable on the person of a user. 

99. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 94, wherein the processor means is 
operative to d e t e ct decode the identification code by processing frequency-domain data. 

100. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 99, wherein the processor means is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode components of the identification 
code at predetermined frequencies. 

101 . (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data representing 
information received at a user location, comprising: 

a communications device at a processing facility located remotely from the user 
location having an input to receive a data set representing some, but not all, of the information 
represented by the media data; and 

a processor located at the processing facility and coupled with the 
communications device to receive the data set and operative to carry out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 
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(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the data set and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 

102. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 101, wherein the processor is 
operative to d e tect decode the identification code by processing frequency-domain data. 

103. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 101, wherein the processor is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e t e ct decode components of the identification 
code at predetermined frequencies. 

1 04. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, comprising: 

a monitoring device at the user location and having an input to receive media data 
representing information; 

a first processor at the user location coupled with the monitoring device to receive 
the media data and operative to form a data set representing some, but not all, of the information 
represented by the media data; 

a first communications device coupled with the first processor to receive the data 
set and operative to communicate the data set to a processing system located remotely from the 
user location; 

a second communications device at the processing system coupled with the first 
communications device to receive the data set; and 
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a second processor at the processing system and having an input coupled with the 
second communications device to receive the data set received by the second communications 
device, the second processor being operative to carry out at least one of: 

(a) processing the data set to d e t e ct decode an ancillary code for the media 

data; and 

(b) obtaining identification data for the media data by producing a signature 
for the media data based on the data set and matching the produced signature with a reference 
signature associated with the identification data. 

105. (Original) The system of Claim 104, wherein the first processor is operative 
to form the data set by transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency- 
domain data, 

106. (Original) The system of Claim 105, wherein the first processor is operative 
to form the data set by producing amplitude data for each of a plurality of frequency ranges of 
the frequency-domain data, each frequency range corresponding to a predetermined component 
of the identification code. 

107. (Original) The system of Claim 106, wherein the first processor is operative 
to form each of the amplitude data as a ratio of amplitude data in a corresponding frequency 
range to a noise level based on amplitude data outside such corresponding frequency range. 

108. (Original) The system of Claim 104, wherein the monitoring device 
comprises a portable monitoring device carryable on the person of a user. 

109. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 104, wherein the second processor is 
operative to d e tect decode the identification code by processing frequency-domain data. 
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110. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 109, wherein the second processor is 
operative to process the frequency-domain data to d e tect decode components of the identification 
code at predetermined frequencies. 

111. (Currently Amended) A method for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds, comprising: 

receiving a data set at a processing system located remotely from the user 
location, the data set including data sufficient to decode ancillary codes if present in the 
media data or to form a signature to identify the media data, while excluding data 
required either to reproduce the comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; 
and 

at the remotely located processing system: 

processing the data set to detect decode the ancillary codes if present in 
the data set, and 

if ancillary codes are not detected in the data set, producing a signature 
characterizing the media data and matching the produced signature with a 
reference signature associated with identification data for the media data. 

112. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 111, further comprising; 

receiving the media data in a monitoring device at the user location; 
forming the data set in the monitoring device from the media data; and 
communicating the data set from the user location to the remotely located 
processing system. 

113. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 112, wherein forming the 
data set comprises transforming at least a portion of the received media data into frequency- 
domain data. 
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1 14. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 112, wherein the data set 
comprises data representing time-domain information. 

115. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 1 14, wherein the time- 
domain data comprises data from a frequency range narrower than a frequency range of the 
media data. 

116. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 112, wherein the data set 
comprises data representing phase information. 

1 1 7. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 1 12, wherein the media 
data comprises audio data or video data. 

118. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 112, wherein the media 
data is received as acoustic energy, electromagnetic energy, light energy, magnetic energy, or 
electrical energy. 

1 19. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 1 12, wherein receiving 
media data comprises receiving media data in a portable monitoring device carryable on the 
person of a user. 

120. (Currently Amended) A system for measuring usage of media data received at a 
user location, the media data being reproducible as comprehensible images or comprehensible 
sounds, comprising: 

a processing system located remotely from the user location for receiving a data 
set, the data set including data sufficient to decode ancillary codes if present in the media 
data or to form a signature characterizing the media data, while excluding data required 
to reproduce the comprehensible images or the comprehensible sounds; 

the remotely located processing system operative to process the data set to d e t e ct 
decode the ancillary codes if present in the data set; 

the remotely located processing system operative to, if ancillary codes are not 
detected in the data set, produce a signature characterizing the media data and matching 



25896/247/78522 M 



23 



Attorney Ref: 25896.247/P0043A 
Appln. Serial No.: 09/896,246 
Art Unit: 2617 

the produced signature with a reference signature associated with identification data for 
the media data. 

121. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 1 20, further comprising: 

a receiver operative to receive the media data at the user location; 

a processor at the user location operative to form the data set from the media data; 

and 

a communication device operative to communicate the data set from the user 
location to the remotely located processing system. 

1 22. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 121, wherein the processor is 
operative to transform at least a portion of the received media data into frequency-domain data. 

123. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 121, wherein the processor is 
operative to form the data set including data representing time-domain information therein. 

124. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 123, wherein the processor is 
operative to select the time-domain data from a frequency range narrower than a frequency range 
of the media data. 

125. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 121, wherein the processor is 
operative to form the data set including data representing phase information therein. 

126. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 121, wherein the receiver is operative 
to receive the media data as acoustic energy, electromagnetic energy, light energy, magnetic 
energy, or electrical energy. 
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